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Special guest for our semi-annual meeting will be Michael N. Landon.  
See page 9 for details. 
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for only $25.00 a year. 



Page 3 

John O. Tolman 
Dear Family,

In the March, 2012, magazine, I stressed the importance of writing your life history and making it 
available to your posterity.

In July of this year, we held a family reunion that involved our immediate family which consists of 71 
people, 45 of which participated.
Two weeks before the reunion my son and son- in- law took me on a road 
trip to Idaho where we visited where I was born and the places, not only 
where major events happened, but where my memory took us.  We saw 
schools that I attended, churches where I worshiped, places where I
worked, the ranch where my family lived, and with the help of a cousin, 
found places that were lost to me.  Much had changed over the period of 
so many years, .  The fields have been filled with houses, businesses, and 
streets, but seeing it first hand brought back so many memories to me that 
I was able to share with my family.

As we traveled, many pictures were taken of me on sight and I talked with my son and son- in- law
about my life.  With the wonderful technology that we have today, my son was able to download all the pic-
tures into his computer, organize them, and put them into a slide-show.  Pictures were obtained of buildings 
that were no longer standing, as well as pictures of my family when I was a child.  These were added to the 
presentation.

The first night of our family reunion the pictures were projected upon a large screen for my family to 
see as I talked to my family about that part of my history that they were viewing.  They taped my voice and 
now the two will be put on a disk so my posterity will have the sound of my voice as I tell of my history.

This was a special experience for me and my family seemed to enjoy it.  Even the smaller children 
were excited to see and hear about their grandfather when he was young.

In the October 1975 New Era, President Spencer W. Kimball under the title, “Angels May Quote From 
It” stated:  “What could you do better for your children and your children’s children than to record the story of 
your life, your triumphs over adversity, your recovery after a fall, your progress when all seemed black, your 
rejoicing when you had finally achieved!”

I invite you to attend our Semi-Annual meeting at the Family Home on October 26, 2013 at 1:00 p.m.

With Love and Best Wishes,
John O. Tolman, President

Presidents Message: 
Overlooking part of our 500 acre ranch south of Pocatello, Idaho Our home on the ranch, still standing; home to grand-

parents and uncles & aunts.

Our home in Idaho Falls. We 
moved from here in Dec. 1954. 
Home is still standing.

John graduated from Idaho 
Falls High School in May 1953.



Genealogy Report: 
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Loraine T. Pace 

Loraine Tolman Pace 
435 East 900 North,  
Logan, Utah 84321 
(435) 753-6154    
mailto:loraine@thimbles_4@msn.com  

Dear Family, 

I am going to entitle my report in this magazine “Clues from the Past that help us in our Future,” as I pay tribute 
to four groups of people.

First: The former family genealogists: Judson Tolman, Elmyra (Myra) Tolman Patterson, William Odell Tolman, 
Arlene Kelley Tolman, Genevieve Tolman Hofhine, Loa Don Hofhine Glade.  Each of them have made huge contri-
butions to the gathering and organizing of our family history and directed the completion of hundreds, even thou-
sands, of temple ordinances.  An extra contribution that they have made to my life are the notations written on a re-
cord or periodic research reports that have given me clues of where we might look to find our family.  I am deeply 
grateful for the ideas they gleaned as they researched and took a few minutes to write them down for those of us, 
who followed.  We would do well to follow their good example in our research.

Second: My current genealogy committee: John Tolman, Elese Elwood, Lola Beagley, and Gerald Tolman.  They 
have been so dependable in doing regular research for the family.  We continue to push our lines back further every 
month and verify existing data with good sources. We meet at the Salt Lake Family History Library each week and 
are finding more and more information on line, so we can work more effectively at home as well.  In addition to 
documenting our records, we are trying to leave clues of what still needs to be done and where we might look should 
additional records become available.  We also try to gather biographical information on our ancestors to give us a 
better knowledge of their time spent here on earth.

Third: A few of our living cousins: There are those who send in news items, yearly dues, and updates on their fami-
lies such as: births, marriages, deaths, missions, and achievements.  The clues they will leave to their posterity will 
be invaluable to them.  Every one of us should have a family group record on ourselves, our siblings, our children 
and our grandchildren as well as our grand and great grandparents. I assume that the many cousins who are not 
sending us updates are also not keeping their records current in their own families.  It is a shame not to preserve 
these records for our posterity and leave those bits of information and pictures that connect them to their past.  We 
appreciate all those who buy the publications, either on CDs or in book form to support our research fund.

Fourth: Our ancestors who have been found and those we hope to find: I am continually amazed at the clues we 
gather as we seriously put our time and efforts into this great work of salvation for the dead.  So many clues come as 
answers to our prayer or inspiration as we are laboring over a very old record.  Sometimes an ancestor has written a 
very few lines of history, yet they are enough to help us find them in the church and civil records of the past.  There 
are many, many grandparents that I am anxious to meet.  Just last week I was able to find the baptism of an eleventh 
great grandparent and the burial of a twelfth great grandparent on Sarah Hewitt’s lines, in a parish record in England.
In a few lines written by Thomas Briggs, father-in-law to Jaren Tolman, and a grandfather to any of us who come 
through his daughters Emma or Mary Ann Briggs, we get two clues I have seen in no other family records.  He gave 
us a name change for his mother’s maiden name and indicated that her forefathers came from Holland before they 
were in England.

So much of our history is being lost because we don’t take the time to record important events,  data, and those an-
cestral clues of the past that are so valuable to our futures.



We are excited to announce that the Journals of Thomas Briggs have been tran-
scribed, edited and nearly proofread and will be finalized in time for Christmas 
giving.  We will be burning them to CDs and will sale them for $15.  There are 
over 500 pages of text covering his adult life from 1881 to 1909.  I have not been 
able to locate any other journals for the missing years.

We will be adding some  pictures to the text.  If any of you have pictures on the 
Briggs line, I would be happy to receive them through my contact numbers 
above.  The CDs should be ready to purchase by early November, just send in 
the order form in this magazine at that time.

THOMAS BRIGGS
It has taken hundreds of hours to prepare these journals in a way that can be eas-
ily read and enjoyed by not only his direct posterity, but for anyone whose ances-
tors lived in the Bountiful area.  It could be considered a journal of Bountiful for 

the many residents he mentions in his daily writings.

If there is enough interest in having the journals bound, we will consider that option.  Just sent an email to 
me or contact me by phone or mail at the numbers above.  I haven’t investigated the cost, but judging from 
the other publications we have made it will likely be in the $35 to $45 range because of the size and binding.

Cut along the dotted line and send in the information below with your dues and donations today.             Thank you very mu ch!

Mail To:
Thomas Tolman Family Organization

2937 South Orchard Drive
Bountiful, Utah 84010

Name:_______________________________________

Address:_____________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________

Phone:  (____) ________________________________

E-Mail     ____________________________________
2014  Membership ($25.00) $_____
Other Donations $_____
TOTAL REMITTANCE: $_____ Please indicate your family relationship:

Judson (   )
Cyrus (   )
Benjamin              (   )
Other (   ) Who? ________________________

Also indicate your family ancestors:

Father or Mother____________________________________________

Grandfather / Grandmother____________________________________

Great-Grandfather/Mother_____________________________________

Are you a current member of our Thomas Tolman Organization?  If not, 
please take the time to fill out the form above, write a check, and mail it in 
TODAY!  You will be glad you did.  Thanks!  



Cyrus Family Report: 
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Dear Cousins,  
 
First, I would like to introduce myself and my family.  My wife is Carla (Sharp) and I have four children and al-
most 12 grandchildren.  We now live in Bountiful moving from St. George in 1999. We lived in St. George for 14 
years and previous to that we lived in the Mesa/Gilbert area in Arizona.    
 
I was born in Oakley, Idaho in the home of Aunt Alice and grew up in Burley Idaho.  The doctor got there after I 
was born but said I was big enough to take care of myself.  My mother (Leola Tolman Badger) and my grandfather 
(Parley Lambert Tolman) were also born in Oakley in the same room in the home of my great-grandfather, Joshua 
Alvin Tolman.   He was the son of Cyrus.  I remember many trips to Oakley to see my grandparents, uncles, aunts 
and cousins.  There were many fun days and work days on the Tolman farms in the summer as we traveled there 
from Burley, where we lived.      
 
Growing up my mother was very active in family history and I remember her paying Tolman Family dues for each 
of her children for a while.  She had made up a book of remembrance for me and included in the book were 
some special stories of my ancestors in Oakley.  While there many hardships they endured with a lot of faith and 
still had joy in raising their families in the Oakley Valley.   
 
Interestingly these stories haven’t meant as much to me in the past as they do now.   I love the history of my great 
grandmother Mary Jane Gorringe and her faith throughout her life.  Her parents had lost 3 children in England 
before coming to the Salt Lake Valley.  She was born and lived in Bountiful until she met my great-grandfather, 
Joshua Alvin Tolman.  After marriage in the endowment house and living in Salt Lake for a while they moved to 
the Oakley Valley to join his Father Cyrus.  When they arrived in Oakley an accident almost claimed the life of 
one of their sons, William Alvin.  They had left dynamite in their stove and forgot to remove it before making a 
fire.  She had the faith to ask for an anointing and blessing and even though the baby was small and the cat next to 
him burnt to a crisp, he turned out all right.  She had great faith throughout her life even though life was hard in 
the Oakley valley with Joshua Alvin and their family.  The Lord blessed them through their faith in many ways.  
 
My grandfather Parley Tolman was called on a mission to the Northeast when they already had two children and 
my grandmother moved in with her parents in Bountiful (Jaren and Sarah Jane) while he was away and my uncle 
Russell was born there while grandpa was on his mission.  They moved back and raised 11 children in Marion in 
the Oakley Valley and their lives were also blessed with much faith.  Most of my ancestors living there were buried 
in the Marion Cemetery, not far from my Uncle Glen’s home.   
 
 I believe our great challenge is to keep the spirit of our family alive in our children and help them feel the spirit of 
Elijah in all the work left to do.  Much of this work is making sure their own family tree is correct and finding 
memories that will help them live righteous lives because of the examples of faith of their ancestors.  I have real-
ized that I have much to do.  I have plans to email to my sons and daughters and their families stories that I have 
that are important to me, and then challenge them to keep their own history and testimony alive for their posterity 
through journals, letters, etc.   Please let me know some of the ways you are doing this so that we may share your 
ideas with all our cousins.    

Kay Badger 



Judson Report: 

Tonga S. Titcomb 
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The Purpose of Temple and Family History

Parts of this were taken from a talk that Elder Richard G. Scott gave about family history.
The Mission of Elijah
“Many of our ancestors died never having the chance to accept the gospel and to receive the blessings and promises you 

have received. The Lord is fair and He is loving to us. So he prepared for us a way to have the desire of our hearts to offer 
to our ancestors all the blessings He has to offer us. The plan to make that possible has been in place from the begin-
ning. The Lord gave us promises long ago…
“Behold I will send you Elijah, the prophet, before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord.” Elijah restored to 
the earth the ability for us to participate in the work of saving our ancestors.

Many of your deceased ancestors will have received a testimony that the message of the missionaries is true. When each of 
us received our testimony we could ask for baptism. But those who are in the spirit world cannot. The ordinances you so 
cherish are only offered in this world. Someone in this world must go to a holy temple and accept the covenants on behalf 
of the person in the spirit world. That is why we are under obligation to find the names of our ancestors and ensure that they 
are offered by us what they cannot receive there without our help.

We must accomplish the priesthood temple ordinance work necessary for our own exaltation. Then we must do what is nec-
essary for those who did not have the opportunity to accept the gospel in their lives. There are two steps to be accom-
plished. First: By family history research to ascertain our family and second by performing the temple ordinances to give 
them the same opportunities afforded to the living.

The Lord’s revelation that through proper priesthood authority, baptism could be performed vicariously for the dead pre-
served the justice of His statement: “Except a man be born of the water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of
God.” So vicarious baptism can mercifully provide this essential ordinance for all worthy deceased who did not receive it in 
mortality.

Do you younger people want a sure way to eliminate the influence of the adversary in your life? Immerse yourself in 
searching for your ancestors, prepare their names for the sacred ordinances available in the temple and then go to the temple
to stand as proxy for them to receive the ordinances of baptism and the gift of the Holy Ghost.

Also, what about your, yourselves? Have you prayed about your own ancestors’ work? Set aside those things in your life 
that don’t matter as much. Decide to do something that will have eternal consequences. Perhaps you have been prompted to 
look for ancestors but feel you are not a genealogist. Can you see that you don’t have to be anymore? It all begins with love 
and a sincere desire to help those beyond the veil who can’t help themselves.

This is such a reminder to myself to get myself in gear. I have been ill for the past three/four months but now I am feeling 
better and I have family members on my father’s side that don’t do family history at all. I have an uncle that I have been 
really close to. He was married and had children before he married my aunt and all of those people in his life were not in-
volved with anything connected to family history or the church. I have been on their lines and I have secured some of their 
names to do their work. He has a daughter, his only one, and I have requested to do her work. So it weighs heavy on my 
mind that they are waiting for me to get this done. Also on my husband’s side, many of them were apostates of the church 
and Ron and I are about the only ones to do their work. So I have a lot of work to be looked up and get the information to 
get their lines in order to get their work done. I have secured some of them to do their temple work for and being sick has 
reminded me that I need to get it done, sooner than later, because we never know what will happen to us and we won’t get 
that chance that we so wanted to get done.

I so love the great feeling working our family histories and for those who are members of this wonderful Tolman family we 
couldn’t ask for more than being given this family to belong to and help do the work to further ourselves and our great an-
cestors that have gone on before us. Remember working on it gives us that special feeling of knowing of those that we 
haven’t been able to know. We will get to see them on the other side and what could be better than to already know of them 
and that we helped them too. Please know that I love this work and the wonderful people that are on the board now that 
work so hard to encourage us to please get our work done. Love, Tonga Seely Titcomb



Benjamin Report: 
Mary Touchet 
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Dear Cousins from Dawnine T Mills Johnson,

My husband and I have recently returned home from serving a 2-year mission to the Upper Peninsula of Michigan.
One of the things we were able to do was to keep a history of our mission.  Each week we shared stories with each of our 
children.  Then when we arrived home, our children gave us their missionary stories that they keep track of while we 
were on the mission.  So now we have written missionary stories that occurred in our whole family during those 2 years.

Mary, our daughter, was representing the Benjamin line when we left.  It is really nice having the next generation par-
ticipating in the Tolman organization.   If you are interested in participating with us, please let us know.  We would love 
to have representatives from all parts of the Benjamin line.

Mary and I have been discussing ways we can help the Benjamin cousins.  We have thought of a way to possibly 
bring us closer.  We figured we have very few stories or personal histories from our grandparents and great grandparents 
on the Benjamin side.  We don’t have many stories of our ancestors we can share with our children and grandchildren.
We know that Benjamin Hewitt Tolman did not keep a history during his short life.  We are trying to put the finishing 
touches on his story.

We keep wondering if there are any additional stories or histories available from any of his three children–Benjamin
Hewitt II, Emma Mariah, or Polly Jane.  We do have a great copy of Benjamin Hewitt II’s missionary journals that was 
recently put together by some very dedicated cousins for which we are grateful.  I think we have an electronic copy we 
can share with any cousins who would like it.

I did find a nice history of Eliza Belle Grant, wife of Benjamin Hewitt II on the LDS family search site.  Does anyone 
know of any stories of their children?  Benjamin Hewitt II and Eliza children were Sarah Jane Tolman ?(1878-1930),
Benjamin Hewitt Tolman III ?(1880-1954), David Tolman (1882-1887), Abinadi Tolman ?(1884-1973), Jaren Grant 
Tolman ?(1887-1914), Jarvis Truman Tolman ?(1889-1948), Nathan Tolman (1891-1968), Mary Theda Tolman 1894-
1978, Emma Angell Tolman (1896-1985), Claudius Tolman, (1899-1972, Alice Twilla Tolman ?(1901-1903).  What 
about the children of Emma Mariah or Polly Jane?

PLEASE SHARE ANY STORIES OR HISTORIES YOU HAVE STORED AWAY.  WE WOULD LOVE TO 
GET TO KNOW THESE ANCESTORS BETTER.

I like this article written by Brad Wilcox, entitled “Why Write It?” He says, “ Keeping a journal helps us learn who 
we are.” 

“ Why?”  I overheard the woman ahead of me in sacrament meeting whisper to her husband. “ If no one is going to read it, why 
write it?”

It is a good question. With everything else we have to do in a day, why journals? We tell ourselves, “ Journals are for posterity.”
Well, maybe my grandson will break both legs and be desperate enough for something to do that he’ll pull out my dust-covered jour-
nal. But the remote possibility of such an event in the future has never been motivation enough for me to keep a journal. In my life, I 
had to discover that writing in my journal is valuable for me—whether my grandchildren ever read it or not.

I have found my personal journal an ideal environment in which to “ become.”  It is a perfect place for me to think, feel, discover,
expand, remember, and dream.  I too have things buried deep inside that must find a way out. They can be freed in my journal. As we
use personal journals for places to think, feel, discover, expand, remember, and dream, I believe we will come to better understand
President Ezra Taft Benson’s words: “The Lord works from the inside out”  (A Witness and a Warning [1988], 64).

If no one is going to read it, why write it? The sister in front of me in sacrament meeting had a good question. It is possible that 
no other living soul will ever touch my journal. My journal could easily be destroyed in a fire. Yet the time I spend writing in it is not 
wasted.

My personal journal is helping me become more like Jesus Christ and reach my highest potential. That is why I will continue to
keep my journal—whether my grandchildren ever read it or not.



Semi-Annual Meeting 

Join us for our Semi-Annual 
Tolman Family Organization Meeting 

When: Saturday October 26, 2013 
Time: 1:00—2:00 pm 
Where: Tolman Family Center 
   2937 South Orchard Drive 
   Bountiful, Utah 
We will be having a short work hour after our meeting cleaning out 
some of the filing cabinets in the work room. Please plan to stay with 
us to help get this project done. Remember, we are selling filing cabi-
nets for around $75. each. If you want to purchase one. 
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Michael N. Landon received a B.A. in history and political science from UCLA and 
a Masters in Public History from California State University, Sacramento. He is em-
ployed as an archivist in the Church History Department of The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints. Many of his professional responsibilities have involved 
the acquisition of documents significant to LDS Church history, assisting with vari-
ous Church History Department projects, and managing the department’s Consulta-
tion Services reference team. His current assignment is in the Global Support and 
Acquisitions Division.

He is a member of several historical and archival associations. His publications in-
clude, Trail of Hope: The Story of the Mormon Trail, coauthored with William 

Slaughter and The Remarkable Journey of the Mormon Battalion, coauthored with Brandon Metcalf. He 
also edited The Journals of George Q. Cannon, Volume 1: To California in ’49. He and his wife, Loretta, 
reside in an historic home in Hooper, Utah. They have two children and seven grandchildren.

Our special guest for our semi annual meeting will be Michael N. Landon, an archivist 
for the Church History Dept. of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 



Family Happenings... 
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Kirsten Leslie has received a mission 
cal to serve in the Rapid City, South 
Dakota Mission for the LDS Church.
Kirsten is the daughter of Don & Tri-
cia Leslie; granddaughter of John & 
Joan Tolman (our family president), g. 
gd of William O. & Opal Tolman, gg 
gd of, 2ggd of William Alvin & Hattie 
Naomi Tolman, 3ggd of Joshua Al-
vin & Mary Jane Gorringe Tolman 
and Jaren & Emma Briggs Tolman, 
4ggson of Cyrus & Alice Bracken 
Tolman and Judson & Sarah Lucretia 
Holbrook Tolman.

Tolman/Loveland home in Chesterfield, Idaho; Oh the stories that 
could be told from this front porch...if only? Share your family stories. 



******************************************************************************
THOMAS TOLMAN FAMILY ORGANIZATION ORDER FORM - September 2013

******************************************************************************
(Please indicate the items you want, add up cost and postage, fill in bottom of the form, and mail 

to Thomas Tolman Family Genealogy  Center, 2937 S. Orchard Dr., Bountiful, Utah 84010)

SEE NEW PRODUCT BELOW - Item 13 available in early November.
1.  Journals of Benjamin Tolman II, son of Benjamin (bro. to Cyrus & Judson) on CD (300+ pages, that would
be valuable to all Tolman pioneer descendants-available in Nov.) $15.00+ $1.50 postage.                         

2.  Journals of Jaren Tolman, son of Judson & Sarah L. Holbrook Tolman, on CD (transcribed and edited, 265
pages of his life in Bountiful with his wives and children)       $15.00 +$1.50  postage.                                  

3.  NEW! CD “The Family Tree” including Roots (histories of ancestors), Trunk (Life stories of L. Glen &
Betty Jo Christensen Tonge), & Branches (stories of children & families) Glen is ggs of Jaren Tolman.
1748 pages of history. $15.00 + $1.50 postage                                     

4.  History of Judson Tolman, 3  edition, hard bound, 252 pages by E. Dennis Tolman & Loraine rd

Tolman Pace.  94 pages added to 2  edition, including brief histories of children. $28 + $3.00 postage.                nd

5.  History of Cyrus Tolman (1820): Hard bound, 168 pages of history and pictures of Cyrus, his 
wives and children, who lived to maturity, by Loraine Tolman Pace.               $25 + $2.50 postage.                      

6.  Picture CDs of either Judson or Cyrus lines - over 200 pic each. $15.00 + 1.50 postage                           

7.  100-Year Anniversary History: Compiled from family meetings, letters, magazines, newsletters, 
journals and pictures from 1903 to 2003.  321 pages, by Loraine Tolman Pace.  $25.00 + $3.95 postage.             

8. CD of 1950s/1960's Tolman-Mecham Book of Remembrance, which sold originally for $80:  
This is the black book compiled and published by L. DeVon Mecham.  It is now available on CD, 
searchable, printable and compatible for today’s research.  $15.00 + $2.00 postage.                        

9.  Joseph Holbrook’s Journal, typed and edited by Mabel F. & Ward C. Holbrook.  124 pages.
Also entries on Judson and their families as they came west in 1848.        $13.00 + $1.50 postage.                       

10.  Thomas Brigg’s Journal: 112 pages abridged from his original journals, including many experiences 
with Judson and Jaren Tolman.  Jaren married two of Brigg’s daughters. $13.00 + $1.50 postage.                        

11.  3" blue binders with family crest in black-great for organizing histories.  $6.00 + $2.50 postage.                    

12.  Joseph Holbrook’s Journal with hand written and typed text side by side.  It is now 
available on CD.   In book form it sold for $45.                       $19.00 + $1.00 postage.                             

            
13.  New Product!!! Journals of of Thomas Briggs, father of Emma and Mary Ann Briggs Tolman,
wives of Jaren Tolman.  Over 500 pages covering his life from 1881-1909. Available on CD @ $15 + $2
                                                                                                                                                                                    
14.  2013 Membership dues for the Thomas Tolman Family Organization: $25.00 a year                        

GIVE YOUR FAMILY THE GIFT OF THEIR HISTORY! Total                        

Name:                                                                    Phone: (       )                          Email                             

Address:                                                                Tolman-line parent:                                                       

grandparent:                                                    great grandparent:                                                                



Visit us on our Facebook page...Tolman Family Group 
This site has been good for interaction between cousins on 
information about our Tolman Family. Become a friend and learn 
more about your cousins and perhaps find a few new ones. 
 
https://www.facebook.com/?ref=tn_tnmn#!/groups/114425590331/

  http://thomas.tolmanfamily.org/main.asp 

Check out our Tolman Web Site at the link below for up to date information as well as 
genealogy lines, histories, Newsletters and more. 


