




Joh n  O. Tol m a n

Dear Family,

On July 21, 2011, my mother, Opal Adams Tolman, passed from this life exactly one month 
short of her 97th Birthday to be reunited with her sweetheart, William Odell Tolman.
Mother left a  posterity of 7 children, 26 grandchildren, 88 great grandchildren, 18 great -
great grandchildren, and with marriages a  total of 175 in  her family.  She loved her family 
and over the years remembered every birthday with a card and gave every newborn a re-
ceiving blanket with her special crocheted edge.  She worked side by side with my father to 
help bring about our Thomas Tolman Genealogical Center by providing countless meals for 
those who worked on the family home as well as many other services.

How grateful I am for the restored gospel of the Lord, Jesus Christ through the Prophet Jo-
seph Smith and the knowledge that families can  be together forever through the ordinances 
received in  the temple and the sealing power of the priesthood that binds us together
through all eternity.  The purpose of this family organization is to save both the living and 
the dead and we continue to be anxiously engaged in  researching our ancestral lines and 
doing their ordinance work in  the temples.  Weekly, Loraine, I, and others attend the Family 
History Library to do research and document many of our family records.  What a  blessing it 
is to connect children , sometimes as many as 10 or 12 to the right parents, and then  to con-
nect several generations of marriages and children  born  to those parents.  We would appre-
ciate any help in  this effort.  Just call our Family Genealogist, Loraine Tolman Pace, as to 
the days we will be at the Family History Library in  Salt Lake City.

We encourage you to a ttend our Semi-annual Family Meeting on Saturday, October 15, 
2011 at 1:00 pm at the Tolman Family Center, 2937 So. Orchard Drive, Bountiful, Utah.  A 
special presentation on the New Family Search program will be given.

With Love and Best Wishes,
John O. Tolman, President

Opal Adams TolmanWilliam Odell Tolman



Dear Family,
I want to report great success in  our family research.  We are still documenting 
descendants of direct grandparents in  New England, while having some amazing 
results with our research in  England.  I am including some examples and a few 
biographical sketches to help us get to know our ancestors better.  In  front of each ancestor, I am 
putting their relationship to Cyrus, Judson, and Benjamin Tolman, so you can figure their rela-
tionship to you.  If an individual is a  7ggfather to Cyrus and Cyrus is a  2ggfather to you, then the 
ancestor listed is your 11ggfather.  If you don’t  come through these brothers or their siblings, go 
to our website and find your connection.

7GGF-John Belgrave (1538-1590).  While looking for the marriage of John Belgrave to his first 
wife, Johanna Strutt, I decided to search a film of The Church of England Parish records of 
Glemsford, Suffolk, England.  I soon discovered that the record was entirely in  Latin , in  addition 
to being in  very old English script.  To my amazement, the names I needed almost stood off the 
page.  Finding John’s last Will & Testament in  Leverington, Isle of Ely, Cambridgeshire, England 
gave us some new verification on his wife and children.

8GGF-Richard Belgrave (b. 1509) is father to John Belgrave (above).  His marriage to Elizabeth 
Hadelstone, 25 Jan 1544 is documented in  the Hertfordshire Parish Register, which was an excit-
ing find.  We are still looking for his birth and death, but discovering records as early as 1509 is 
rare, so we are hoping for a  probate record to assist us with his death or burial date.

8GGF-John Frost’s (b. 1515) marriage to Ellen (25 Apr 1538) in the Parish at Somerton, Suffolk, 
England is the earliest date we have been able to document.  Unfortunately, this record did not 
give Ellen 's maiden name, as hoped.  However, we still have records to search on them.

We have documented many, many christenings, burials, and other marriages in England.  Keep 
us in  your prayers.  They help more than you can imagine.  As long as I continue to find results 
we should have no need to hire a professional researcher in  England.

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES OF TOLMAN ANCESTORS

6GGF-WILLIAM HAMMOND (1575-1662) was the emigrant ancestor of this branch of the 
Hammond family in  America.  He may have been one of the early settlers of Scituate, removing 
to Watertown in about 1636.  Two ships left Ipswich, Suffolk, England in  1634 with William 
Hammond on the “Francis,” making his second crossing.  William was collecting members of his 
family from Levenham, notably his wife of twenty-nine years, Elizabeth (Payne), and younger 
children.  He visited his patron, Sir Simonds D'Ewes, and carried back letters and 30  worth of 
vinegar donated to the colony.  "The appraisal of his homestead and the amount of his Inventory 
(770.15 ) show that he was one of the most affluent of the first settlers.

Lor a i n e T. Pa ce



2GGF-SAMUEL TOLMAN (1676 -1738) About 1695 Samuel’s father built for him the house, now 
standing, in  Tolman's Lane, near Washington Street, Dorchester, Massachusetts, where he resided 
until his death.  This house descended to his son Aquilla, and to his grandson, Increase.  It was 
later owned by Abigail Baker.  It is probably the oldest house of any Tolman in America. 

GGF-JOHN MCCARTER (1713-1792) Annals of Warren by Cyrus Eaton, pgs. 63 -65.  It was about 
1741, that letters were brought by the Indians from shipwrecked persons on Mt. Desert Island, 
who were suffering every extremity and dying with hunger.  The Indians had given what aid they 
could and now came with letters to this settlement and that at Darariscotta for further assistance.
Measures were immediately concerted by the people of these two places and a vessel with provi-
sions dispatched to their relief. They proved to be passengers from the north of Ireland, who had 
embarked in the ship “Grand Design,” bound to Pennsylvania, which was driven ashore and 
wrecked in a violent storm.  Among these passengers were a Mrs. Galloway and Mrs. Sherrer, who 
had not been long married when they left Ireland.  Both husbands died from exhaustion 
(starvation) having given what food there was to their wives.  These two women dug graves and 
buried their own husbands, there being no men of strength enough remaining to afford any assis-
tance.  Archibald Gamble, a  young man from Ireland, offered himself to Mrs. Galloway and John 
McCarter to her companion before mentioned.  We believe her to be his wife, Martha. The date of 
shipwreck, 28 Jul 1741, is found in  “Secrets of the North Atlantic Islands” by Snow. 

4GGF-WILLIAM SNOW (1697-1789) was "an apprentice to Mr. Richard Derby 1637, and by him 
brought over out of England, and assigned over to Edward Doten 1638, to serve him seven years" 
at Plymouth. He was of course 21 years old in  1645, and we find his name among those able to 
bear arms at Plymouth in  1643. William settled early in  Duxbury, but probably was not a house-
holder, or not married in  1645, when the grant of this plantation to Duxbury was made, and 
therefore his name is not found among the original proprietors; but he became a proprietor, and 
was among the first settlers of the town, in  West Bridgewater, Massachusetts, and took the oath 
of fidelity among the first in  1657; his will dated 1699, proved 1708; he died about age 84, and 
had been taken care of by his son William. His wife's name was Rebeckah, but her family name 
not given; his children were William, James, Joseph, Benjamin, Mary, Lydia, Hannah, and Re-
beckah.  William (s. of William) m. Naomi, d. of Thomas Whitman, 1686 and are 3GGP.

5GGF-JOHN WHITMAN (1602 -1692) was one of the first settlers at Weymouth; made free 1638; a 
very respectable man; was the first Deacon; the first military officer (an ensign) appointed in  that 
town; one of the three persons appointed by the Governor " to end small controversies " there; he 
died there 1692, age 90.  His wife was probably Mary and his children mentioned in his will1685, 
proved 1692, then living, were 4 sons, Thomas, John, Abiah, Zechariah, and 5 daughters, all mar-
ried: Sarah Jones, Mary, w. of John Pratt; Elizabeth, w. of Josiah Green; Hannah, w. of Stephen 
French; and Judith King.  Thomas (the eldest son and only one of the children of John Whitman 
of Weymouth who went to Bridgewater) was born in Bale, Norfolk, England, 9 Jan1623.  He came 
to this country with his mother, (after his father) about 1641, and m. Abigail, daughter of Nicho-
las Byram, 1656, and came with his father-in-law Byram, or soon after, and settled in  East Bridge-
water about 1662.

IT IS GREAT TO BE A FAMILY!!! Loraine



Ton ga  S. Ti tcom b



Ch r i st i  T. Pi t ts

Making History

Writing family history is an important part of leaving a heritage to our descendants both while 
we are still here with them and after we are gone.  In  the Tolman family organization, we certainly 
know the importance of having accurate family records, and the great blessing of having some of 
our ancestors’ journals.  These records from the past have not only aided in  the great work of do-
ing ordinances for the dead, but have given us a  true and valued look into the lives and contribu-
tions of those who were wise enough to write of their experiences.  How we value any of these pre-
cious written records!

Although I have been less valiant a t some stages of my life than at others in  terms of journal 
writing, I have filled more than a dozen journals over the years with details about my life, my 
thoughts and feelings concerning daily living, and my musings about things of a more eternal na-
ture.  However, when it comes to writing a life story, I have not been thrilled with the prospect.
To me it sounded like a way too dry and contrived a project.  I have however over the years en-
joyed writing “memoirs.”  These consist of several dozen short stories about various aspects of my 
life—memories that I enjoy reliving while I try to relate them in a way that I hope will be interest-
ing and maybe even entertaining for my posterity.  As I recently retired from my teaching career, 
one of the things I have looked forward to is expanding on these “memoirs” and combining them 
in a logical way that will make them a somewhat cohesive telling of my life story. I plan  to spend 
some time writing about some of the amazing people I have worked with or taught, and then writ-
ing down some of the humorous things that have happened in  my classroom over the years.  I 
could also write many a story about the antics of my 13 grandchildren over the last few years.  The 
point is that if I want my posterity to know me in  a  very personal way, I have to leave a written, or 
orally preserved record of who I am, what I have done, and what I believe.

The way I choose to meet this challenge may not be the way that you would choose to do it.  My 
point is that it doesn’t have to be.  Each of us should choose a method that we enjoy, because then 
we are much more likely to actually follow through with the project.   A tape recorder, a  video 
camera, a computer, or a piece of paper and a pen are equally capable of aiding us in  getting in-
volved in  this important project.  All of us know how frustrating and even sad it is when we have a 
grandparent or great grandparent about whom we know little because they failed to write about 
themselves.  Let’s be determined not to be that same cause of frustration for our posterity.

Kristie Tolman Pitts, Vice President of the Cyrus Line



Dear Cousins,

I feel very honored and privileged to take an  active roll as the represen ta tive from the Benjamin  Tol-
man  line.  My mother , Dawnine “T” Mills Johnson , precedes me in  th is posit ion .  She’s par ticipa ted  in  the Tho-
mas Tolman  Organ iza tion  for  over  10 years.  I have assisted  her  in  searching out in formation  about Ben ja-
min’s descendan ts and have her  documents and con tacts, ready to con tinue what she and others before her  
sta r ted .

I grew up in  Sa lt  Lake City, Utah where I was born  to a  wonderfu l family with  loving brothers 
and sisters and fan tastic paren ts.  My mother  and fa ther  a re curren tly serving as LDS missionaries in  the Wis-
consin  Milwaukee Mission .  I served an  LDS Mission  in  the Brasil Sao Paulo In ter lagos Mission  from 1999-
2001.  Since then  I have graduated  from Brigham Young University with  a  BS in  Math  Education  and have 
sta r ted  a  MA program in  Math  Education  from Western  Governor’s University.  I am  curren tly the Relief Soci-
ety Secreta ry in  my ward.

I now reside in  Eagle Mounta in , Utah  with  my husband, Joel, and our  3 children .  We have taken  many 
opportun it ies to m ove a round to d ifferen t cit ies and  sta tes. I have m et m any Tolm an  cousins a long the way, 
from San  Diego to multiple places in  Utah . As I become more familia r  with  my genea logy I find  myself occa-
siona lly engaging in  conversa tions with  fr iends about each of our  ancestors.  How fun  it  has been  to ta lk to 
som eone who once was just  a  fr iend  has now been  d iscovered  to be m y cousin !

As a  young gir l, I was a lways in terested  in  the stor ies of these amazing ancestors who sacrificed  com-
forts, family, and even  their  own lives in  moving forward with  fa ith  to promote goodness and prosperity in  
many differen t loca tions of our  na tion .

As the newest vice presiden t, my goa ls a re to:
Fina lize and publish  the History of Benjamin  Hewitt  Tolman

Enlist  a  living descendan t of each of Ben jamin  Hewitt’s 3 children , Emma Mariah  Tolman  Hyde, Polly Jane 
Tolman  Woolley and Ben jamin  Hewitt  Tolman  II to assist  in  ga thering curren t in formation  on  Ben ja-
min’s descendan ts so tha t  we can  publish  it  a ll in  h is h istory. (This may be you!)
Please con tact me if you  are in terested  in  helping me to accomplish  either  of these goa ls.  I look for-

ward  to m eeting m any m ore cousins and par t icipa ting in  th is m arvelous work of tu rn ing the hear ts of the ch il-
dren  to their  paren ts and the hearts of the paren ts to their  ch ildren .

Sincerely, Mary Touchet, VP- Ben jam in  Line  801-707-7093

Ma r y Tou ch et



History 101 continued . . . 



Join us for our Semi-Annual Tolman Family Meeting:
When:
What:

Where:

To find out how you can do more to add to your records, plan to attend our Tol-
man Family meeting and find out more about your family history. Bring these fam-
ily group sheets with you and find out if we have more information on your family 
at our center.  Do you know we have over 27 full-sized filing cabinets full of family 
information? Come and check on your family.

See you there. . . Bring a  fr iend...better  yet, bring a  cousin .

The first  step in  any family h istory project is to record  on  a  pedigree chart  or  family 
group sheet what you  a lready know, including fu ll names (maiden  names) , da tes and 
places for  bir ths, marr iages, and dea ths. This ou tline of your  known family h istory is a  
vita l part  of your collecting plan  for  the fu ture. It  provides you with  a  sta r ting place.



New Hostess Family in  the Family Home!
We are so pleased to announce the new family on the base 
level of the Tolman Family Home!   For several years we 
have had some wonderful families here at the home.  But 
we are truly excited to have Melanie and Jake Howlett as 
this is the first time we have had a representative from the 
Benjamin line living in  the home!
Melanie is the Grand-daughter of Valmai Vaughan and 7 
generations from Benjamin Hewitt I.  She is a teller at 
America First Credit Union in  Bountiful, Utah.  She gradu-
ated from college in Child and Family Development and 
currently enjoys quilting, cooking and playing the piano.

She enjoys running and has successfully run 3 half marathons.
Jake came into the picture one day while Melanie was working at America First.
He asked her out, and the rest, they say, is history.  Melanie and Jake were mar-
ried in  December of 2010 and then became the hostess couple in  April of this year.
Jake brought into the family the love of the great outdoors.  He loves to work with 
cars, trucks, motorcycles, etc.  He enjoys snowboarding and basically every activity 
one can do outdoors.  He is currently in  the carpet cleaning industry and working 
on his degree in  Business at Western Governors University.

Jake also brought into this new family a darling little boy.  Ethan, age 5, loves 
dinosaurs and robots and going to the zoo.  He has really enjoyed playing with 
Christian, age 6, who lives upstairs in  the Family Home.
They are excited to be a part of the Tolman Family Organization and have gone 
to great lengths to take care of our marvelous facilities!  We are so thankful for 
their enthusiasm and hard work that they put forth on the family’s behalf!







With determination and their eyes on 



New C D  “The Family Tree”  including Roots, (histories of ancestors). Trunk 
(Life stories of L. Glen & Betty Jo Christensen Tonge), Branches (stories of 
children & families) Glen is ggs of Jaren Tolman  1,748 pages of history.
$15.00 +  $1.50 postage.  (see family order form on page 16 to order)



******************************************************************************

THOMAS TOLMAN FAMILY ORGANIZATION ORDER FORM - September 2011

******************************************************************************

(Please indicate the items you want, add up cost and postage, fill in bottom of the form, and mail 

to Thomas Tolman Family Genealogy  Center, 2937 S. Orchard Dr., Bountiful, Utah 84010)

1.  Journals of Benjamin Tolman II, son of Benjamin (bro. to Cyrus & Judson) on CD (300+ pages, that

would be valuable to all Tolman pioneer descendants-available in Nov.) $15.00+ $1.50 postage.                         

2.  Journals of Jaren Tolman, son of Judson & Sarah L. Holbrook Tolman, on CD (transcribed and edited,

265 pages of his life in Bountiful with his wives and children)       $15.00 +$1.50  postage.                                  

3.  NEW! (LIMITED OFFER) 1953 Edition Tolman-Mecham Book of Remembrance by L. DeVon

Mecham (lg. black book-8 copies) donated by the Verena B. Eyre Family $40.00 + $5.00 postage.                     

4.  DVD-recording of dedication for the Tolman Genealogy Center. $10.00+$1.50 postage.                       

5.  History of Judson Tolman, 3  edition, hard bound, 252 pages by E. Dennis Tolman & Loraine 

rd

Tolman Pace.  94 pages added to 2  edition, including brief histories of children. $28 + $3.00 postage.                

nd

6.  History of Cyrus Tolman (1820): Hard bound, 168 pages of history and pictures of Cyrus, his 

wives and children, who lived to maturity, by Loraine Tolman Pace.               $25 + $2.50 postage.                      

7.  100-Year Anniversary History: Compiled from minutes of family meetings, letters, magazines 

and newsletters, journals and pictures of the Tolman Family from 1903 to 2003.  321 pages,  

by Loraine Tolman Pace.  Every family should know their history!          $25.00 + $3.95 postage.                        

8. CD of 1950s/1960's Tolman-Mecham Book of Remembrance, which sold originally for $80:  

This is the black book compiled and published by L. DeVon Mecham.  It is now available on CD, 

searchable, printable and compatible for today’s research.  $15.00 + $2.00 postage.                        

9.  Joseph Holbrook’s Journal, typed and edited by Mabel F. & Ward C. Holbrook.  124 pages.

Also entries on Judson and their families as they came west in 1848.        $13.00 + $1.50 postage.                       

10.  Thomas Brigg’s Journal: 112 pages abridged from his original journals, including many experiences 

with Judson and Jaren Tolman.  Jaren married two of Brigg’s daughters. $13.00 + $1.50 postage.                        

11.  3" blue binders with family crest in black-great for organizing histories.  $6.00 + $2.50 postage.                    

12.  Joseph Holbrook’s Journal with hand written and typed text side by side.  It is now 

available on CD.   In book form it sold for $45.                       $19.00 + $1.00 postage.                             

            

13.  2011 Membership dues for the Thomas Tolman Family Organization: $25.00 a year                        

GIVE YOUR FAMILY THE GIFT OF THEIR HISTORY! Total                        

Name:                                                                    Phone: (       )                          Email                             

Address:                                                                Tolman-line parent:                                                       

grandparent:                                                    great grandparent:                                                                

2ggparent:                                                                 3ggparent:                                                                  



JOIN THE THOMAS TOLMAN FAMILY ORGANIZATION TODAY!








